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American Jewry mourns along with Pittsburgh

By Jackson Richman
JNS.ORG

PITTSBURGH - Days after a gunman
killed 11 people and injured six others
during a baby naming at the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Squirrel Hill, the Jewish
community continued to mourn the trag-
edy.

“My heart is broken, and I offer my
condolences to the friends and family of
those killed,” said Jeff Finkelstein, chief
executive officer of the Jewish Federation
of Greater Pittsburgh.

“We are truly all family in the Pittsburgh
Jewish community, so these deaths have
affected me and all of us as would a death
in the family.”

A Jewish resident of Squirrel Hill, who
requested anonymity, said, “I was about a
mile from the synagogue, so all I can say
is that I've never heard ambulance sirens
like that in all my life, nonstop for prob-
ably an hour, but what felt like more. The
community here is devastated, and has
historically been an extremely peaceful
and warm place.”

“We are devastated. Jews targeted on
Shabbat morning at synagogue, a holy
place of worship, is unconscionable,”
Anti-Defamation League Chief Executive
Officer Jonathan Greenblatt wrote on
Twitter. “Our hearts break for the victims,
their families, and the entire Jewish com-
munity.”

“Itis simply unconscionable for Jews to
be targeted during worship on a Sabbath
morning, and unthinkable that it would
happen in the United States of America
in this day and age,” said Greenblatt in
a statement. “Unfortunately, this vio-
lent attack — the deadliest anti-Semitic
attack in the United States since 2014 —
occurs at time when ADL has reported an
increase in both anti-Semitic incidents

and anti-Semitic online harassment.”

Stosh Cotler, chief executive officer of
Bend the Arc: Jewish Action, a progres-
sive Jewish group, said “we are overcome
with grief and heartbreak at the uncon-
scionable act of terror during morning
prayers at the Tree of Life Synagogue
in Pittsburgh today. We are sending our
condolences, our love, our strength and
our support to the victims, their families,
the entire Pittsburgh Jewish community,
and all who are in tears. May the memo-
ries of those murdered be a blessing.”

“No words are adequate,” added David
Harris, executive director of the American
Jewish Committee. “A demented, bigoted
mind that would destroy lives in a house
of worship should leave us all speechless,
united, and angry as hell.”

Mourners gathered outside the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh.

“Our hearts go out to our brothers and
sisters at Tree of Life, and throughout
the Squirrel Hill community,” said Ari
Berman, president of Yeshiva University.
“That this cowardly anti-Semitic assault
was perpetrated during a brit milah, a
celebration of new life, only highlights
the twisted nature of the evil that has
threatened the Jewish people over the
ages and against which all people of good
conscience must fight.

“May God grant our people both the
strength to help each other during this
time of mourning and the fortitude to
rebuild together. And may decent peo-
ple the world over join together with us
in eradicating this most ancient of all
hatreds.”

Jack Rosen, president of the American

Jewish Congress, said the shooting is
a reminder of the hatred that persists
against Jews.

“The American Jewish Congress
strongly condemns the acts of terrorism
and hate against our community,” said
Rosen. “Attacking innocent civilians in
their place of worship, when they are
congregating to practice their faith, is
a cowardly and dreadful crime of hate.
During these terrible times, we stand
even stronger against anti-Semitism,
white supremacy and intimidation.”

“This horrific attack is yet another
example of the danger of anti-Semitism.
“This baseless hatred is the mother of
the violence we saw today and have wit-
nessed throughout Jewish history,” said
David Brog, executive director of the
Maccabee Task Force, a pro-Israel cam-
pus group.

“We must have zero tolerance for anti-
Semitic speech and anti-Semitic acts,
whether they target individual Jews or
the Jewish state,” he continued. “We must
respond to every anti-Semitic outburst in
our communities and on our campuses
as if lives are at stake. They clearly are.”

President Donald Trump also decried
the hatred behind the shooting.

“This evil anti-Semitic attack is an
assault on humanity,” Trump wrote on
Twitter. “It will take all of us working
together to extract the poison of anti-
Semitism from our world. We must unite
to conquer hate.”

The president’s daughter Ivanka
Trump, who is Jewish, also posted on
Twitter: “America is stronger than the
acts of a depraved bigot and anti-Semite.
All good Americans stand with the Jewish
people to oppose acts of terror & share
the horror, disgust & outrage over the
massacre in Pittsburgh. We must unite
against hatred & evil.”

2019 MARCH OF THE LIVING

“The most exciting program of its kind”
Registration Now Underway! Don’t Miss Out!

TEEN TRIP

April 28 - May 12, 2019

Poland & Israel

Join 13,000 teens from 50 countries!
MOTL in its 30th year, inspires partici-
pants to become knowledgeable, active
community leaders. Groups are led by
local guides, historians and Holocaust
survivors. MOTL has brought 260,000
teens to Eastern Europe and Israel.

N.E. Chair Irv Kempner, son of Holo-
caust survivors, says, “MOTL strengthens
Jewish identity, builds teen ties with their

heritage and Israel, teaches about preju-
dice and how to combat it.” Participant
Micah Kanter says, “The trip strengthened
my commitment to make sure #never-
again becomes a worldwide mantra.”

For Teen applications/information:
Aaron L. Kischel, Director, MOTL Teen
Programming, Day Schools, Synagogues
& Youth Movements/kischel7241 @gmail.
com /'781-799-4765.

ADULT TRIP  April 30 - May 12,2019 Poland, Hungary & Israel

The Adult MOTL brings 10,000 adults
from around the world to learn about
the Jewish community that once
flourished in Europe, the tragedy of the
Holocaust, and the establishment and
survival of the State of Israel.

The group marks Yom HaShoah,
Holocaust Remembrance Day with a
march from Auschwitz to Birkenau,
concluding with Hatikvah. The journey

includes a side trip to Budapest to
explore the demise of the Hungarian
Jewish community after 1944. From there,
MOTL celebrates Yom Ha’atzmaut, Isra-
el’s 71st Independence Day, accompanied
by educators and Holocaust scholars.

Your trip doesn’t end once you get
home. Participants continue to corre-
spond and reflect on their experiences.
These bonds last a lifetime!

For general information /2019 registration
and/or info on teen MOTL scholarship donations,
contact 'v@MOTLnewengland.org / 617-285-8620,

or visit https://motlnewengland.org/.
For Major Gifts donations, contact Jim Slovin:
Jim@MOTLnewengland.org.

Contact: AARON L. KISCHEL, Director, MOTL

Info: IRV KEMPNER, N.E. Chairman

Teen Programming, Day Schools, Synagogues & Youth Movements
kischel7241@gmail.com - 781-799-4765

Irv@MOTLnewengland.org « 617-285-8620
(also to donate Scholarship donations)

To Register for Adult March:
MEL MANN: melmann1154@gmail.com

OF#F THE LIVING

https:/motlnewengland.org/






